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Welcome to the second decade of the third millennium!
…

Or something like that.

After some freaky weather and other shenanigans at the end of 2009, come and share with us the many wondrous things coming our way during this year. From the US Census to the winter Olympic Games in Vancouver to Ann’s debut as a YA author, 2010 promises to be very interesting indeed.
More cover goodness
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The first wonderful thing we want to share with you is that Jax keeps getting better—inside and out! Look at the gorgeous cover for the fourth installment:
After her stint as a diplomat—and after succeeding at it against all expectations!—Jax is back, in a universe rapidly going to hell.

Once again, the cover reflects the novel very well. In Ann’s own words: Jax gets hotter and more bad-ass with every book.

Indeed.

And let’s not even mention the rest of the crew…
What is Ann up to now? 
There is writing and writing. Then there’s more writing. Oh, and writing…

I know—I get tired just thinking about it!

As I type, Ann has five series going—Jax, Corine, Razorland, the Skin series as Ava Gray, and the Dark Age Dawning series as Ellen Connor in collaboration with Carrie Lofty.

People would be forgiven for thinking that’s plenty to keep any writer busy, but our Ann is the ultimate overachiever. She has been invited to participate, writing as Ava Gray, in the anthology The Mammoth Book of Paranormal Romance 2, with (among many others) Lara Adrian and Sharon Shin. 

On top of that, Ann is contributing a novella set in the Skin series world to an anthology with Lora Leigh (more information on this as we get it ourselves).
And then there’s the free stuff. 
Right now Ann is holding a giveaway on her blog for eight ARCs of Hell Fire. There are two other ARCs up for grabs once she reaches 2000 followers on Twitter.
[image: image5.jpg]""é' e

IIdllIl!l
Hew*lear





What are you waiting for? You know you want to know what Corine Solomon is up to now!

Books and books and more books
Just a few weeks into the year and so many great books out!

This week saw the release of Larissa Ione’s Ecstasy Unveiled, the fourth title in her Demonica series and Jill Myles’ Succubi Like It Hot, the second novel in her Succubus Diaries series.
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February brings us readers even more great titles—from the very beginning of the month we have a number of highly anticipated releases:
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On the first, The Hellhound King continues Lori Devoti’s Unbound series, and Angie Fox’s Tale of Two Demon Slayers. Seressia Glass starts a new urban fantasy series with Shadow Blade.
On February 2nd, Accidentally Demonic continues Dakota Cassidy’s very successful Accidental series, while the second of Nalini Singh’s Hunters’ Guild novels, Archangel’s Kiss, hits the streets. The same day, Beth Kery’s Release hits the shelves in bookstores every where.
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Later in the month, Kresley Cole returns with another Immortal After Dark in Pleasure of a Dark Prince. Henry Mark’s Amanda Feral is back too, in The Battle of the Network Zombies.
Meet Laura Bradford… reader.
This month we have a very special guest visiting at Action and Attitude’s headquarters, all ready to take the hot seat and satisfy our burning curiosity: literary agent extraordinaire, Laura Bradford!

Ms Bradford, thank you for agreeing to be this month’s victim guest (
You’re very welcome.  It is a pleasure to be here.
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In these little chats we like to think of our guest only as readers, but obviously their career choices often times influence that part of their lives. So, as a professional in the industry, are you able to turn that off when reading for pleasure? Or have you become a victim of "professional conditioning"? (In other words, has being a literary agent ruined literature for you?)

When I first started working for my first literary agency and began reading professionally for hours and hours a day, it totally ruined me for being able to read for fun. I found it very difficult to turn off the internal editor. Years later, though, I got a lot more practiced at compartmentalizing work reading from for-fun reading and that stopped being as much of a problem.    
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Have you always been an avid reader, or has how much you read (for pleasure!) changed over the years? 

Oh, of course! I always had my nose buried in a book as I was growing up. These days, however, it is pretty difficult to find the time for pleasure reading, which I dearly miss. I used to read a couple of books a day, now it is more like a couple of books every few months. I really prefer to read books in one sitting and it is hard to find 3 and 4 hour blocks of time. Also, because I read for many hours a day for work, I often find other activities feel like more of a break for my mind and eyes than pleasure reading. I was never a T.V. watcher until I became an agent, which seems funny to me.

Are you a re-reader? If you are, can you tell us in brief what makes a book a keeper for you?
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I have always been a big re-reader and that is how I often scratch my want-to-read-for-fun itch these days when time is short. I know I can always pick up a beloved Julie Garwood or Lisa Kleypas or Linda Howard and re-read my favorite sections. It is very satisfying to me to do that, actually. What makes a book a keeper for me? You know, it is almost never the books that are full of action and excitement and suspense. Suspense never feels the same in a re-read. The keepers for me are always the books with a lot of heart, where the emotional content (usually a romance) is so exquisitely perfect that I can come back again and again and again to read about how those characters connect.

Since you are a re-reader, are you a hoarder, or a very good library customer? Is this a practical consideration, or a natural preference?
I am a hoarder. I really need to own my favorite books because I never know when the mood will strike when I need to re-read one of them. The other night I was going to bed late and before I could fall asleep, I just had to pull out this old Linda Lael Miller book from 1983 and read some of it. Probably something I had read for work had reminded me of it earlier that evening. I support good library habits, but for me, I can be pretty impulsive about my re-reading and I just need to have my keepers around me all the time.  

Could you name five characters—loved or loathed—that have stayed with you a long time, and share with us why?

1) Derek Craven from Lisa Kleypas’ Dreaming of You. Because it was so obvious that he loved Sarah long before he could say the words.

2) Sebastian from Loretta Chase’s Lord of Scoundrels. There is something so vulnerable (and hilarious) about how he views himself as being such a beast. He is rather deluded and as a foil for the heroine, he is just fabulous.

3) Payton Dixon from An Improper Proposal by Patricia Cabot (aka Meg Cabot). An Improper Proposal is a really rollicking romp of a swashbuckling romance and Payton Dixon is just one of the most fun romance heroines I have ever read. She has been pining for a friend of her older brothers’ for years and when he gets captured by pirates, she rescues him. I just love how without artifice she is.
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Diaz from Linda Howard’s Cry No More. He’s totally solitary, totally isolated, totally deadly (I have a great love of assassin heroes) and ultimately totally devoted to the heroine but in such a non-mushy way. When the heroine goes through an enormous trauma, he is so steadfast in propping her up and making sure she has a safe space to heal. He shows his love through his actions, not through some drippy pronouncement and I love how palpable the connection between the hero and heroine feels even as they aren’t even speaking. I love the subtlety of how you can feel how much he cares about the heroine because he swept the kitchen floor and made sure she had warm socks to wear.
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I could totally keep going but I think I will end on an easy one. Roarke from J.D. Robb’s In Death series. Because he carries her button in his pocket.

Do you have a favorite genre and/or subgenre when you want to unwind after a hard day? Is it different than, say, what you would take with you to while away the wait at a doctor’s office, or to read during a long flight? (if they are, would you share them with us?)
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I read a number of genres for fun, but romance is always the genre that comes out on top. I find it the most satisfying to read since I read for pure diversion, escape and entertainment. I don’t really love to read heavy material for fun. To unwind, I tend to re-read old favorites and of my keepers, I think there is a majority of historical romance. Going to the doctor’s office or any other mid-day appt where I might have to wait, I would bring work to read. Client work or slush. When I travel, I like to read magazines because I tend to get distracted easily and people-watch. I listen to audio books when I drive around town and commute and my favorite audio books are suspense/thrillers.

Name the last five books or short stories you’ve read for pleasure—or the top five in your “to be read” list.
I relatively recently glommed Lisa Kleypas’ Hathaway series, Mine Till Midnight, Tempt Me at Twilight and Seduce Me at Sunrise.  I also read Burn by Linda Howard and Dead and Gone by Charlaine Harris.

Ms Bradford, thank you once again for willingly submitting to… erm… for visiting with us and answering our questions so graciously.

You’re welcome. Thanks for having me!














