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	Summer is here!
Heat. Rain. Heat. Humidity. Heat. Vacation with the kids. Did I mention heat?
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But let’s not dwell on the less-than-wonderful aspects of summer and look instead at the many, many good things that it brings. Such as many long awaited books (and hopefully the leisure to read them!) 

Busy bee, busy Ann
Regular readers may have noticed that Ann is a very industrious person. Not only does she write prolifically and with iron clad discipline, but she is also always happy to participate in new ventures. To wit, she is the newest monthly contributor to Writer Unboxed, where she will post about the craft of writing.

At present, Ann and her husband Andrés are engaged in revising an unpublished steampunk novel, Bronze Gods, which they wrote several years ago, with the purpose of submitting it to one of her editors who is looking for new material in that subgenre. Simultaneously, Ann is busy with revisions for Hell Fire, the second Corine Solomon novel, which are due in a few weeks.

In the midst of all this activity, Ann took a few hours to dash to Dallas and back for a meet and greet with her readers (you can read the exhausting account here). In a couple of weeks she will take off for Washington DC and the Romance Writers of America National Conference from July 15th to the 18th (more on that further down).
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As usual, keep an eye on her blog—the woman has all sorts of cool things planned (you know, giveaways and contests, etc.—honestly, I don’t think I’ve met a person more keen on giving stuff away than Ann !)

RWA National Conference – where to find Ann
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As mentioned last month, Ann is going to be at RWA’s Literacy Signing, on Wednesday July 15th, from 5 :30 to 7 :30pm. The signing is open to the public and all proceeds go to ProLiteracy Worldwide. If you are near the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel come on over for a wonderful time with hundreds of authors and countless readers, and make your own contribution to a very worthy cause at the same time. 

If you are attending the conference, make sure to drop by at Berkley’s authors signing on Friday from 3:00 to 4:00pm, where Ann will be signing copies of all of her novels. And of course, you are also cordially invited to the following two panels in which Ann is participating. Both will be held on Saturday July 18th. 

From 12:45 to 1:45 pm:
High-Octane Kisses: Writing Action with Heart (CRAFT)
Speakers: Ann Aguirre, Laura Bradford, Carrie Lofty, and Elizabeth Naughton 
Agent Laura Bradford and three authors, who write very different stories, discuss techniques for crafting, selling, and marketing action-packed romance.
Then, from 4:30 to 5:30pm:
The Billionaire Tycoon’s Secret Promotional Baby: Making the Most of Online Marketing (CAREER)
Speakers: Carrie Lofty, Ann Aguirre, Barbara Caridad Ferrer, Sarah Wendell, and Jane Little
Two popular bloggers join three authors from different genres and career stages to navigate the increasingly complex world of online promotions.

Book Watch

So many books, so little time! In order of release:

June 30th: Cynthia Eden’s Midnight’s Master (last in her Midnight trilogy). Marjorie M. Liu’s Darkness Calls (second in her Hunter’s Kiss series). Beth Williamson’s The Redemption of Micah.
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Available from July 1st, Bronwyn Jameson’s Magnate’s Make-Believe Mistress, a Harlequin Desire, and on July 4th the anthology Good Things Come in Threes, with stories by Anya Bast, Jan Springer and Shiloh Walker.

July 7th: Nora Roberts’ Black Hills. Nalini Singh’s Branded by Fire (sixth novel in her Psy/Changeling series). Alyssa Day’s Atlantis Unmasked (the sixth story in the Warriors of Poseidon series, and the fourth such full novel). Tessa Dare’s print debut, Goddess of the Hunt and Beth Kery’s Sweet Restraint.
July 28th: Suzanne Brockmann’s Hot Pursuit (Troubleshooters Inc 15)

Pamela Palmer has two releases in less than a month, Desire Untamed on June 30th, and Obsession Untamed on July 28th, the first and second titles in her Feral Warriors trilogy. (Look for Passion Untamed in late August) 

And check out these electronic releases from Samhain: Shiloh Walker’s The Redeeming and Bonnie Dee’s The Thief and the Desert Flower and Vivi Anna’s Demon Dreamer
Demons Galore!
This month we are lucky to have a visit from Cynthia Eden, a wonderful paranormal romance writer who is also a very nice person.

Welcome to Action and Attitude, Ms Eden, it’s a pleasure having you here! Big congratulations on the upcoming release of Midnight’s Master.
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Thank you!  I’m happy to be at Action and Attitude!  (  Love that title!

You have been published for a relatively short time compared to other writers, yet you already have a very respectable back list (and huge congratulations for your most recent contracts, by the way () How has writing under contract—with deadlines, revisions, etc.—affected your pleasure reading?

Oh, it’s stolen away my reading time! Don’t get me wrong, I love my writing—I love that I *have* deadlines. Writing is my dream. But, reading, well, that’s my escape. I don’t generally read romances while I’m working on a project. I’ll read non-fiction stories, I’ll read horrors, but I save the romances. The romance novels are my reward reads when I reach my page goals. And my favorite romances? Paranormals, of course!

Being a book hoarder myself, this is a question I ask everyone I know who likes to read ( Are you a re-reader? Do you have a keeper shelf (or several)? If you do, what is it that makes a book a keeper for you? (characters, setting, author’s voice, etc.)

I am such a re-reader! When I’m feeling stressed, I always turn to my keepers. They are guaranteed great reads. And my keeper shelf is currently overflowing. Okay, keeper shelves.  
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A book is a keeper when it keeps me glued to the pages. When I care about the characters, if they make me laugh, make me cry, make me turn those pages as fast as I can… then the book is a keeper.  

You also have a young son and it so happens it’s summer… Most writers are avid readers, and most avid readers do their best to share their book addict… erm, book love with their children. Does your son have a favorite book or story, or nighttime reading rituals?

I’m trying as hard as I can to help Jack enjoy books. We read every night before bedtime, and when he asks, “One more story?” well, how can I say no?  (Even though I know he’s just trying delay going to bed.)  

Right now, the boy is hooked on Thomas stories, and dinosaurs. He loves dinosaurs!
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If you would, please share with us a book-related memory from your own childhood—a book read long ago you still remember, or the character that you still think about, or perhaps the one novel that made you decide “this is what I want to do.”
When I was younger, I read Christopher Pike novels all the time.  Great YA horror, but often with romance thrown in.  One of my favorite Christopher Pike novels was Remember Me. (When I first read this book, it was 1990, but I think it’s been re-released since then.)  When I realized you could combine paranormal elements with romance—oh, so sweet! I knew right then what I wanted to write, and, luckily, I get to write my stories now.  

As a writer of paranormal romance, you have flirted with a number of creatures many people consider intrinsically evil—such as your demons *coughNiolcough* However, you give your readers a glimpse into their complexity, making them appealing on many levels. Nothing, it would seem, is totally black and white for you, when writing about them. However, insatiable curiosity compels me to ask: is there any creature in fiction that you consider irredeemable? 

Good question! And, um, no. I don’t think there is any creature I’d consider totally irredeemable. Now, granted, you might never be able to make a particular character completely good, but if you revealed the individual’s layers, well, who knows what would happen?  

In that vein, could you name one or a few (to make it easier () of your favorite novels dealing with the paranormal element (not necessarily monsters or demons, etc. and not necessarily romances either) and tell us what is it about these books and characters that makes them fascinating to you?
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One of my favorite books is Linda Howard’s Dream Man.  This book featured a psychic heroine and her struggle to adjust to her powers. This book appealed to me because it showed that having the ability to glimpse into another’s mind isn’t a dream—sometimes it can be a nightmare.  Powers are complex and can have two sides. They can bring you great benefits, but they can also come with some dangerous disadvantages.  

If someone wanted to start reading paranormal romance, which one of your books would you give them? Would your choice change if the person were a professed anti-paranormal reader?

Hmmm… I’d give the person Hotter After Midnight. That’s the first book in my Midnight trilogy with Kensington Brava, and I like to think (yeah, I’m biased!) that it’s got a good blend of paranormal elements and romantic suspense.  And if this person didn’t like paranormals? I’d still suggest it. Why not? We should all try something new every now and then. It keeps us fresh!

Thank you so much for spending time with us, Ms Eden!

Thank you very much for interviewing me!  














