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	The wait is almost over!
Happy St Patrick’s Day to all the Irish lads and lasses out there (which, at least for this month, is pretty much everyone, right?). 
Slainte!
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Here at Action and Attitude headquarters we are celebrating while awaiting the upcoming release of Corine Solomon’s latest adventure, Hell Fire.
Current happenings
(or, Ann is up to her usual tricks)
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To help her readers withstand the pressure of waiting until the upcoming release of Hell Fire, Ann is hosting a huge book lottery at her blog!
There are more than thirty books by some of the best romance authors around, all up for grabs during the next thirty days—books by Cynthia Eden, Moira Rogers, Shiloh Walker, Lauren Dane, Megan Hart and more.

Of course, that is not all—there is a grand prize, a $50 gift certificate. The grand prize winner will be drawn from all the comments. What are you waiting for?

Read all about it here, and participate for your chance to win!
Books!
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Spring is coming and with it a crop of wonderful releases.
The first week of the month saw the release of Alyssa Day’s Atlantis Redeemed, book 7 in her Warriors of Poseidon series. Shiloh Walker’s Broken takes up where Fragile ended. Anne Bishop’s successful Black Jewels series continues with Shalador’s Lady.

A second crop of releases hits the shelves right before St Pat’s Day: Carrie Vaughn’s Voices of Dragons, and the anthology Warriors, with stories by George R.R. Martin, Diana Gabaldon and more!
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To close the month, a number of long-awaited novels, such as Carolyn Crane’s debut, the intriguing Mind Games, and Patricia Briggs’ Silver Borne, book 5 in her well-known Mercy Thompson series..
A reader and author: Carolyn Crane
Let’s welcome debut author Carolyn Crane to Action and Attitude! 

We are very happy to have you here, Ms Crane. Until fairly recently, you have been known by many in the online romance reading and blogging community as Carolyn Jean, she of the unique and very eclectic Thrillionth Page blog. You and sidekick Little CJ have been talking about romance novels for going on four years now. Would you share with us a specific trope that you are a fan of? 
Hey, thanks so much for having me! Okay, this is dorky, but I like the fake or forced courtship or marriage that turns to love. Like, Lisa Kleypas’ Devil in Winter, or Lisa Hendrix’s Immortal Warrior. I also like the girl criminal who gets caught—by the hero! Like Susan Enoch’s Samantha Jellicoe Series, or Connie Brockway’s All Through the Night. 

Why does this work for you?  
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Both these have a caught or trapped element, with the hero and heroine jammed together into a problematic situation, and I like the intensity that creates. 

Conversely, is there a romance genre cliché that would make you skip a book? If so, have you ever read an example of this device where the author made it work for the characters, the story, and you-the-reader? If not so far, is there an author you would trust to do it? 
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You know, I was just thinking about this the other day—I have a hugely hard time with the kick-ass, shoot-off-her-mouth heroine. I’ve DNFed a lot of books for that, especially when I sense it’s being used just to create conflict, or because the author thinks it’s cool. I’m usually okay with heroines like that if it feels deeply genuine. For example, I read Jenna Black’s The Devil Inside recently, and there you have an opinionated loose canon of a heroine, but it felt honest to the character rather than a device. And this character came to greatly regret how she was and made an attempt to shape up—within that same book. You can’t know how I appreciated that.

Anyone who has read your blog for a while will quickly notice that a) you have a thing for Russell Crowe (and really, who could blame you?) and b) you have a very special way of looking at your reading. Instead of full reviews you often have "last night's reading moment" where you analyze and discuss snippets of whatever book you are reading. Have you always thought about your reading this way, or is it something you developed when you decided to write?
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I love those little moments when I read a cool passage, or discern a brilliant character twist or plot move, and I just go, WOW. ‘Great moments’ is a way to talk about stuff that might be too minor to get hit on an overall review. Sort of stopping to smell the roses with an author’s work. And, I like to admire and inspect things that work really well, sort of like a grease monkey looking under the hood of a fine race car. 

And since we are in the vicinity of the topic :grin: why urban fantasy? Why not, say, romantic suspense or inspirational or...?
I didn’t set out to write urban fantasy so much as I had an idea—it all started when I read this hugely depressing philosophical book that made me feel disillusioned about life, and sorry about things. I thought, if I had an enemy, I would give them this book as a gift. (In fact, I actually recommended it to somebody I was mad at.) Then I thought, what if there were people who disillusioned other people for money? Like a hit squad, on the psychological level? And I started playing with characters and ideas about mutants, and neurotics who weaponize their intense emotions, and by that time, it was clearly a UF. 

Now let us talk about the reader behind the writer... do you hoard books or do you only have a limited number of keeper novels? What makes a book a keeper for you?
You know how opposites attract? A lot my keepers are the books that have strengths the opposite of mine, as a person and writer. Like, Megan Hart—she has a level of emotional sensitivity about relationships and intricacy of thought around sex that has always blown me away when I encounter it in books or people. Or a lot of historicals—I’m a slob and I break rules, but I love reading about the hemmed in lives of women in the past. I guess I love how books transport me, and open new worlds for me. Of course, I keep all books that I love in my own genre, too. If I think it will ever give me pleasure again, it’s a keeper. 
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If you could only read one novel for the next six months, would it be a novel you are looking forward to (say something that hasn't come out yet) or would you rather re-read an old favorite? Why would you chose one or the other?
You are asking some tough questions! Well, I have Dune in my TBR. That’s a nice long rich book, and everyone loves it. 

Will you share with us a few favorite secondary characters from your top... well, let's say your top ten novels, to make it easier :grin: What makes these characters memorable to you?
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You know who writes great secondary characters? Linnea Sinclair. Whew! Like, Jace Serafino and Eden, from Games of Command, or Ren from Gabriel’s Ghost and related books. Also, our very own Ann Aguirre does great shipmates and secondaries—like Vel the Ithtorian. OMG! Also, I enjoy Janet Evanovich’s secondary characters - she has a whole world of walk-ons who feel so damn real. These writers create secondary characters you can imagine full lives for beyond the book, and you know what’s in their hearts. 
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(Listen to the absolute and total agreement on Vel) Something that has worried me for a while now... what does the future hold for the terrifying Little CJ? Has Miss Doreen locked her in a closet somewhere?
Oh, funny. You know, you are the second person who revealed they are freaked by Little CJ this week! (For readers who don’t know, she is my childhood portrait painted by an elderly aunt, and my husband claims her eyes follow you around the room. Needless to say, she hangs in my office, and not the living room or bedroom.) No, she is looking over my shoulder this second. At you!!! 

Eeeeeekkkkk!!! Argh!!!! *panicking*

*ahem*

And finally, the money shot: what would you like readers to remember about Mind Games a year from the release?
I’d hope they’d remember a good feeling. The feeling that it was fun to read. That they looked forward to reading it when they weren’t. To me, that’s the highest compliment of a novel. 

Thank you, Ms Crane, for a wonderful interview!














