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Happy Thanksgiving!
One of the most enduring traditions of the United States is the idea of celebrating—and being thankful for—the good things in life. To take stock and realize that there are always things to be grateful for.

To all our readers, near and far, may your life be full of joy, health and love—and free of worry and tribulation.

Being Thankful
So many wonderful things to be thankful for…
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Ann’s writing alter-ego, Ava Gray, has her debut release, Skin Game, right on time for Thanksgiving, and it is already receiving really good buzz (read on for more on that). Ann has sold four books in the Skin series so far.

Doubleblind, the third Jax novel, has just been released, and has already garnered great reviews as well as having really good sales numbers reported.

Blue Diablo’s sequel, Hell Fire, scheduled for release in April 2010, has been turned in—and the third Corine Solomon novel, Shady Lady, is already written, betaed and revised, ready for editorial input.

To top it all off, there’s a really cool announcement just further down that we are very happy and thankful for too.

On the personal side… A year ago I became Ann’s personal assistant—publishing this newsletter has been one of the more rewarding of my duties. My thanks to each of you who read Action and Attitude, and to every one of our guests. 
Will you look at that?
We’ve waited and waited and waited… and finally, it’s here! 
Ava Gray’s debut, the wonderful, suspenseful, fast-paced Skin Game! (And of course, there’s that cover…)
Some readers *coughRosiecough* have already found this kickass romantic suspense on shelves at their local bookstores… what are you waiting for? 

And if you haven’t yet, hop on over to Ann’s blog and participate in the Ultimate Skin Exposure—but hurry, this awesome giveaway ends tomorrow.
Working, working, working…
And with magnificent results: as of October 26th, Ann’s first young adult novel, set in a post-apocalyptic world, has sold, in a two-book deal! Look, look:
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Ann Aguirre's RAZORLAND, about a girl from an underground enclave in which no one lives past the age of 25, who is exiled out of darkness to the uninhabitable surface in punishment for a crime she did not commit, to Liz Szabla at Feiwel and Friends, in a very nice deal, at auction, in a two-book deal, for publication in Winter 2011, by Laura Bradford at Bradford Literary Agency (NA).
“Winter 2011”… do you know what that means?

No?
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Well, I’ll tell you. It means you all will get to meet Deuce, Fade and a number of other characters—who will stay with you long after you turn the last page—sometime in late 2010. *happy dancing*

Now Ann is heading away from the bustle of the city for a few days in romantic Acapulco—let’s wish her a wonderful time. We will hold the fort for her until her return

Book Watch

You mean you plan to buy books other than Skin Game? Really?

Well, okay, if you are planning on buying other books along with Skin Game, here’s a short list of nifty titles coming out in November, in no particular order…
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Nalini Singh’s Blaze of Memory, the latest entry in her wonderful Psy/Changeling series.

No Reservations, Lauren Dane’s and Megan Hart’s second collaboration.

Devon Monk’s Magic in the Shadows, the third title in her Allie Beckstrom series.
A reader and a writer: Dr. Diana Pharaoh Francis
Welcome to Action and Attitude, Ms Francis! First of all, allow us to congratulate you on the recent release of Bitter Night!

Thanks! And it’s actually Dr. Francis. I’ve a Ph.D. in Victorian Literature and Literary theory. (ooopppssss *sheepish* Sorry about that…)

As a writer, do you approach reading series or single titles differently than you did before publication? What would be the difference, if any?

[image: image7.png]


Wow. That’s a question I haven’t had before. I do approach reading differently now, but I’m not sure how much is because of being a writer. I know that I have less time so I am less patient, so I tend to give up on books now and I never did before. But then, I have the day job and the kids and the writing, so that contributes to the time issue. I think, also, that I’m more aware of what a writer is doing. That’s not a bad thing, because I learn from other writers, but it means that the story really has to grab me by the throat to get me to forget to pay attention. 


It's been said that writers tend not to read in their own genre while writing--and many writers say they simply don't read until their own manuscript is turned in. Do you save books up for the periods between writing books, or do you read at all times, regardless?

I read as much as I can all the time. Reading helps feed my lizard mind and makes me more creative. That said, I tend not to read contemporary fantasy when I’m writing it, and the same with the epic. So I read the urban stuff while writing the epic stuff, and vice versa. I’ll read other things also, like history, romance, science fiction—whatever strikes my fancy at a given moment. When it’s crunch time and the deadline looms, then reading goes by the wayside though. Then I fill every spare moment with finishing the book.


Could you tell us what titles you are reading to celebrate the release of Bitter Night?

Well, I don’t know at this point if I’m celebrating, but I am reading (rereading) Kristen Britain’s Green Rider series, because I love it, and I also just picked up Salt, which is a history of Salt.


What is your usual fiction fare? 
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I love both urban fantasy and epic fantasy, and I like paranormal romance and science fiction with really good characters. Those are where I go first for books to read.


If you re-read books, what would be the main factors for you to re-read?  
Mostly characters, which means good dialog and then usually in interesting situations. I am a re-reader, because I know I can depend on a particular book to be good. Although occasionally I’ll go back and read a book and discover it isn’t nearly as good as I thought the first time, or the first few times. That has to do with my own growth and changing, but I think it also has to do with growing impatient with certain themes or habits of a writer or genre. 


From your reading, can you name a character / characters who represent for you a period in your life? 

Hmmmm. That’s a tough one. Certain books are definitely connected with times of my life, particularly my childhood up into high school. A lot of horse ones—like the Silver Brumby series and the Black Stallion series, and of course Nancy Drew and oh, The Three Investigators. But as for a single character… One that stands out in my memory is Esme Suiza from Elizabeth Moon’s Once a Hero. She reminded me that you can be a strong woman and be fearful and still go and do heroic things, just by doing your job and following your conscience and morals. That’s a book everyone should read. In fact, I think that's one I'll have to grab and reread very soon. Don't you love revisiting old book friends?
Thank you for visiting with us, Dr Francis!

Thanks so much for having me in to visit!
Everyone, visit Dr Francis on the web at http://www.dianapfrancis.com/  














