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Ghouls, ghosts, weres, vampires and… aliens?
Happy Hallowe’en, everyone!

October is usually associated with Hallowe’en. Spirits, both good and evil, crossing the veil between realities and walking among the living. Haunted houses, candy and spooky costumes.
This year we celebrate all that and… aliens. Yes, indeed; after all, our favorite bounty hunter is back this month in Doubleblind, helping one Sirantha Jax succeed in a mission well outside her normal purview.

Not done with the party…
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Indeed, things are just getting started over here. Not only do we have Doubleblind’s release on Tuesday September 29th to celebrate, but also Ava Gray’s debut, Skin Game, on November 3rd. 
First, Ann will be available for an informal chat at RR@H Novel Thoughts throughout the day on Tuesday the 29th. A lucky commenter will get a copy of Doubleblind. Then, on Wednesday the 30th, Ann is being interviewed by Greta of I Don’t Want to Wait, I Want the Book Now! And—no surprise there—there’s a giveaway involved!
To round out her web presence, Ann is also spending a couple of weeks at Babel Clash, one of Borders’ blogs. Look for her from Tuesday the 29th on!

Of course, this is not remotely everything. To keep things rocking, Ann will be having giveaways on her blog—keep an eye out for prizes!
Yes, I did say vampires
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Once upon a time, Ann thought she would never write about vampires—especially nothing that would romanticize them. You know, the whole “dead and sucking blood” thing? Not sexy, in her opinion.

But our Ann cannot resist a challenge and when the lovely folks behind the Mammoth Book of Vampire Romance invited her to contribute a story… well, what’s a woman to do, right, but come up with her own twist on vampiric lore?

So there she is, with a lovely story called “Circle Unbroken”, in the newly released Mammoth Book of Vampire Romance 2. Check it out, I think you’ll like it! 

Working, working, working…
While celebrating the imminent release of Doubleblind (a matter of days!) and Skin Game (just a couple of days over five weeks from now), Ann has continued working at a pace that often astounds me.
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As mentioned in the previous issue of Action and Attitude, Ann was working on the next Corine Solomon novel, Shady Lady. 
Book Watch

There are a number of great books coming out this month, but I’ll keep this list short and sweet:
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On Tuesday Sept 29th Doubleblind (you didn’t think I wasn’t going to mention it again, did you? () and the anthology Hot for the Holidays with stories by fellow Bradford lady Anya Bast, as well as by Angela Knight, Lora Leigh and Allyson James.
The month of October gets started right with the release on the 1st of Maggie Stievfater’s young adult novel, Ballad. As mentioned previously, the next Guardian novel, Demon Forged, comes out this month too, on the 6th.
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Sharon Shinn, one of Ann’s most favorite authors, has two October releases: Quatrain, a one author anthology with four new novellas (and a gorgeous cover), and Gateway, a young adult novel.
And to close the month with a golden brooch, PC Cast’s Tempted and Elizabeth Hoyt To Desire a Devil (the last on the Legend of the Four Soldiers series) both come out on October 27th.
Romantic Life on YA

Our visitor to Action and Attitude this month is the lovely Christine, she of The Happily Ever After blog. Keeping on with the YA theme, Christine is going to share how she’s been indoctrinating the next generation of avid readers ( Welcome, Christine!
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I'm honored to be contributing to Ann's Action and Attitude newsletter this month. I have such admiration and respect for Ann as the talented author she is and also for the smart, generous and genuine person she is. I can personally attest to the former as I've read all of her published works to date and to the latter as I've not only engaged in dialogue with Ann online, but have also had the privilege of meeting Ann in person at an informal author-reader dinner last year in New York.  

I'm going to share how I came to be an adult who avidly reads young adult fiction, how it helps with parenting and how young adult fiction was my gateway genre to the wide world of romance and fantasy fiction. 
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I first started reading young adult fiction when my oldest daughter was maybe in third grade. I had always fostered a love of reading with my children (now ages 10 and 14), since they were very small. Of course, most parents do this by supplying their toddlers with those chunky little board books and then later, glossy picture books. In fact, reading a bedtime story out loud to one's children is pretty much standard procedure up until they can read chapter books on their own. I think most parents stop the parent-child-reading relationship then. I continued, however, to read more advanced children's literature out loud to them, namely the Harry Potter books. 

Our parent-child-reading relationship took one more important step one day when at age 11, my oldest daughter was raving about a book she had just finished. It was a book she had borrowed from the school library that never made it home as she had read over the course of a week during free reading time in school. She's going on and on about the characters, the storyline, that she cried, and how shocking it was when . . . and she stopped herself. I think she had realized she was about to spoil the story. After a pause, she said, "I think you should just read it yourself." 
This was an unexpected beginning of a new phase in our parent-child-reading relationship. We were going to read the same book separately and then discuss it. The rest, they say, is history. We have been passing books back and forth between us ever since—an added bonus being that we have very similar tastes in genres. It's a wonderful way to stay connected to my daughter and engage in all kinds of discussions. As for my younger daughter, she has a completely different taste in genres, so I'm back to square one reading all new books. You'd think it would be so easy the second time around, but instead it's a whole new ball game. 

Authors of young adult fiction have the wonderful ability for writing characters and stories that are easy for young adults to identify with, but at the same time, they also have the means for carefully delving into subjects that are more complicated and mature. 
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Things like relationships with family, friends, or love interests; the consequences of personal choices; dealing with physical or emotional differences, disabilities, disease and even death of loved ones; learning about local and world history through historical fiction; and sometimes even social issues on the global level that are brought forth from reading contemporary fiction about teens from other parts of the world or from speculative fiction in future or dystopian worlds. The topics that are touched on in young adult fiction are practically limitless and provide an excellent platform for discussion between a teen and a parent. I'm thankful that my daughters share my passion for reading fiction and I hope it's something we continue to share as they become adults. It should be interesting to see if we continue to read young adult fiction when all three of us are adults. 
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At the time my preteen daughter and I were swapping books back and forth, I quickly became a voracious reader of young adult fiction, often reading more books than my daughter could keep up with, or more than she was interested in reading. I hadn't read this many books since the summers of my high school days. I was extremely studious in high school, college and grad school, barely giving myself time for recreational reading until I caught this new bug for young adult fiction. I was constantly borrowing young adult books from the town library, getting recommendations from the elementary school librarian where I was volunteering, and building up our family bookshelves by buying books at the bookstore, as well as through the Scholastic book flyers the girls would come home from school with.  
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In September 2006, I was browsing the young adult bookshelves at my local bookstore and came across a book with a very simple yet strikingly beautiful book cover called Twilight. Before you cringe, keep in mind that this was way before the obsessive fan crazed hype or the overly analytical adult criticisms of this alarmingly popular series ever began. I had no preconceived notions about the story and no one was talking about it, and there I was captured by the cover and intrigued by the notion of romanticized vampires. Ever since I was a little girl I've loved fairy tales of adventure, true love and happy endings. Twilight sounded like a daring, exciting blend of all of this, so I bought it. I devoured it and absolutely loved it. Within a day I bought and read the second story in the Twilight series that had just come out. Shortly after that, I found myself searching online to see if there were any other books out there like Twilight, but for adults. 
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I wanted to read something otherworldly and romantic like Twilight, but with older, more mature characters with more adult responsibilities. I wanted mature relationships and more extreme conflict and danger. Imagine my surprise to discover there was an entire genre already dedicated to such stories called paranormal romance! 
It was then that I became a lover and avid reader of paranormal romance and my passion for the genre is still going strong. I still read a lot of young adult fiction and in addition to reading paranormal romance, I have since broadened my reading horizons to include contemporary and historical romances, romantic suspense, fantasy fiction—preferably with romantic elements, urban fantasy, and sci fi romance, the latter of which so deftly written by ours truly, Ann Aguirre. Speaking of which, are you as anxious as me to read Doubleblind? It hits bookstores in mere days!
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Thank you, Christine!














