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	Thank you
Hello again, faithful followers! As you may have noticed, we are sending this
to you just a bit earlier than last month, so that we can wish all of you in the US (or anywhere, really) a happy, healthy and harmonious Thanksgiving!

We have many things to be thankful for this year! Ann’s Grimspace and Wanderlust have been released to great success, thanks to all of you wonderful readers.

So, whether you enjoy a traditional feast or prefer a greener alternative (tofurkey, anyone?) we raise our glass to you. Thank you!
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Choices, choices…

Here at the control center we have been wondering and pondering how to provide you with the timely information on Ann’s projects, as well as extras and goodies, with a maximum of efficiency, and have realized that we need your input.
Is it more efficient for you if, as we did this time, we email you a notification that the newsletter has been posted? Do you prefer the old system, where there is only a post to the group? Or would you like it better to receive the newsletter itself in your inbox?
What about the occasional impromptu contest at Ann’s blog? Would you want to receive an email alerting you to those? Keep in mind that we have no intention of flooding you with unwanted emails, so the most we are talking about is perhaps three, but more often one to two emails per month.
Take a moment and post your comments here. Or, if you are shy, email me.
Latest Ann News
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Isn’t that cover pretty?

As always, Ann has many irons on the fire.

Ava Gray’s first paranormal romance, Skin Game, is already with her editor, and the proposal for the second novel, Skin Tight, has been sent as well.

In between these, Ann spent a week with her family in Catemaco, in the Mexican state of Veracruz, on the Gulf coast. This sleepy town is known throughout the country as well as around the world as a mystical center, where witches, shamans, curanderos (healers) and all those interested in the supernatural. What better place
to conduct some hands on research for the Corine Solomon novels? (In fact, I’m working on Ann to see if she’ll share some details of her cleansing. Ah the extremes a writer will go for her craft! :grin:)
As mentioned in the previous issue, we are gearing up to the release in early April of the first one, Blue Diablo. (Which, by the way, is already available for pre-order at amazon. You know, in case you are interested on an early Mother’s Day present or something.)

You probably already know that these books are considered urban fantasy, as they involve both magic and psychic abilities. Having read Blue Diablo (yes, indeed, there are perks to having Ann boss me around), I can say that the mix of reality and fantasy is excellent. As an inveterate romance reader, it’s the romance elements in Blue Diablo that clinches the deal. Corine is another wonderful heroine, strong yet approachable, and Chance… well, Chance is simply a wonderful hero.
Remember the secret project Ann was working on? Well, that one is also finished. We don’t have any news on it yet, but we will share as soon as we know something. (And good wishes Ann’s way would not be amiss, by the way) 
Book Watch
What wonderful new releases is December bringing your way? Let us count them!
Lauren Dane’s most excellent Undercover has an official release date of Decmeber 2nd. You can read an excerpt here (and if you haven’t yet, you definitely should check her blog) And if that weren’t enough, Samhain is releasing her novella Sweet Charity on the 23rd—just in time for a sweet Christmas present!
Carrie Lofty’s equally awesome What a Scoundrel Wants come out that same day. If you haven’t yet, check out the contest Ann is running at her blog to celebrate such a momentous occasion!
Megan Hart has two releases this month, the much awaited Strangers, and the Spice Brief Layover.

Patrice Michelle’s Scions: Revelation ends her Scions trilogy.
Cheryl St John’s Her Montana Man is another sweet western from this wonderful writer.

Bonnie Dee’s The Countess Lends a Hand is a sequel of sorts to her wonderful The Countess Takes a Lover.

Jaci Burton also has two releases during December. The first is Unlaced, an anthology with Joey Hill, Jasmine Haynes and Denise Rossetti. The second is Unraveled, with Samhain.
Everyone wants some free stuff

And Ann is always happy to give her readers a chance to get it. This month,
we are having two great giveaways. 

First, we are celebrating the release of the fantastic Undercover by the very talented Lauren Dane. Undercover, a futuristic erotic romance, is Ms Dane’s debut in print.

And just to make the holidays easier on you, Ann is holding a week long fiesta at her blog from the 15th to the 19th, with lots of loot for her readers.

Visit Ann’s blog for the nitty gritty and small print details!
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Bonus! A brief reader interview

For the maiden voyage of this segment, my significant other, P. has graciously volunteered to answer a few questions for us. (Okay, I drafted him, but the end result is the same, no?) Here’s what he has to say:

You've been reading both science fiction and fantasy for decades, how do Grimspace and Wanderlust compare to them in terms of world building?

 

I look for consistency, internal logic and an interesting ‘landscape’ when I read about new worlds. Ms Aguirre gets high marks for the way that she 
combines elements of ‘government’, outlawry, pioneering, trade and good old human nature to make her worlds—and the people who live and work in them—believable.

You've been reading romance novels for almost three years now--both romantic suspense (Suzanne Brockmann, Nora Roberts) and more straightforward romance (LaVyrle Spencer, Laura Kinsale). How do you think Ann Aguirre's work compares, in terms of the romantic elements?
 

I think she gets the ratio of romance to SF just about right. Her worlds are ones that take a lot of work to survive in, making the human relationships she describes so well—the romance, if you will—all the more poignant. For me, the romance takes a back seat to the SF in her books as it should, but that may just be because of my penchant for SF.

What if anything from either Grimspace or Wanderlust (or both) is particularly memorable? 

 

I loved the way that one pseudo-governmental entity was so easily able to fill the vacuum left by the demise of its predecessor. Ms Aguirre is a little cynical—correctly so, I’d say—about how complacently we will trade one set of chains for another.

Favorite or most intriguing character?
 

You know who this is—the bounty hunter Velith, of course. I think he’s really Lord Peter’s man Bunter disguised as an alien disguised as a human. For biting sarcasm, I think he compares favorably to Marvin the robot, Douglas Adams’ paranoid android.

What would you expect to see in Doubleblind?
More Velith, please! And continued high-quality writing showing Jax growing, maturing, coming out of her shell a bit more.















