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	Celebrating!

Whether you celebrate Christmas, Hanukkah, Kwanza, Yule, the Winter Solstice, or just the season’s changes, may your days be filled with joy, your heart with

[image: image2.png]



love, and your future with hope.

As we prepare to welcome a new year, we look back to the one about to end and realize how many things and people we are grateful for. To all of you who have made 2008 a year of triumphs and joy, and who have shared your enthusiasm and love of reading with us, we want to send our appreciation. 

Thank you!
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A Taste of Mexico

Since Ann lives in fair Mexico City, and I was born and raised there, we would like to share with you some Mexican Christmas traditions. Since the majority of the country is Catholic, those are still the predominant ones. For example, the city’s government decorates the streets and monuments, and a good number of its office buildings with light displays.

The Star of Bethlehem makes frequent appearances, as do poinsettias (which we call Flores the Nochebuena, or Christmas Eve’s Blooms). Interestingly, often times national symbols get mixed with the holiday ones, as you can see in the Angel of Independence display below.
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During the nine days leading to Christmas Day, families host special parties called Posadas, during which a special song is performed by visitors and hosts divided in two groups. One group represents Joseph and Mary arriving to Bethlehem for the census, and looking for shelter at the hostels; the other group represents the innkeepers who, not having room at the inn proper, finally offered the stable and manger within to the Holy Family.

Most schools also have a version of the Posadas, often with the children acting in a Pastorela, a simple representation of Christmas Eve involving the Holy Family, shepherds, angels and often the Wise Men (or Reyes Magos). There is much singing of villancicos (Christmas carols); breaking of piñatas and exchanges of small gifts.
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At midnight on Christmas Eve many churches celebrate the birth of the baby Jesus with a solemn Mass, even though many families prefer attending an earlier service in order to spend the occasion at home with their families.

After Christmas Day, there’s a lull in activities but the celebrations pick up again in time for New Year’s Eve. There’s a special midnight mass, often called “Misa de Gallo” to usher in the new year. Some families have a midnight toast, and grapes are served—one grape for each month, to be eaten as the clock’s bells ring in the new year. 
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The holiday season continues until the Epiphany on January 6th; the day in which, we are told, the Reyes Magos arrived to Bethlehem to visit baby Jesus and offer him gold, frankincense and myrrh. As you can see above, we have a horse, an elephant and a camel conveying our Wise Men from the East to the manger.

What is Ann up to now?

Let’s begin with some very exciting news: Ann has been invited to participate in an anthology! 

*standing ovation* *thunderous applause* 

But wait, wait, there’s more! It’s a VAMPIRES anthology! ( Can you imagine? Look at the author line-up!

So far, we have Eileen Wilks, C.L. Wilson, Jennifer Ashley, Diane Whiteside, Caitlin Kittredge, Devon Monk, Jeanne C. Stein, Justine Musk, and Jaye Wells.
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Vampires, romance, and amazing authors, oh my! 

What more can we loyal fans ask for?

Well, as Ann would say, it’s not about us asking but her feeling like giving stuff to us—so, soon, she’ll have a new short story set in the Grimspace universe up in her website. In her words, to tide us over until the next Jax book comes out. Does the woman love her readers or what?

That, of course, is not all. As we know, Ann is really unable to stay idle for any length of time, and since she’s all in track with her contracted work, she spends time in between thinking about new series.

Of course, she’s not a little secretive *frowns at Ann* but she did say that she’s thinking about writing an epic fantasy. 

Further, remember that über-sekrit project she finished a few weeks ago? Well, it so happens that it is a post-apocalyptic urban fantasy novel, with three planned. How cool is that?
Book Watch

January is an exciting month for book releases, and we are keeping our eyes on several upcoming books.

[image: image13.jpg]



Maya Banks’ first Desire romance, The Tycoon’s Pregnant Mistress, comes out in early January, as does Witch Heart, the third title in Anya Bast’s Elemental Witches series. 

Suzanne Brockmann’s Troubleshooters continues with Dark of Night, the 14th title in the series, out January 27th. For fans of the series, this is a rather critical book—who will it be, Sophia and Dave or Sophia and Decker? (I will be good and refrain from giving my own take on this () 

Jill Shalvis’s Aussie Rules is being reissued in MM early this month, and Instant Attraction is released on the 27th by Brava.

Samhain is releasing  Jaci Burton’s “Show Me” and Shelley Bradley’s “Watch Me” together in print, under the title Sneak Peek, also on the 27th, and Jodi Lynn Copeland’s Escape to Ecstasy (containing Killing me Softly and In Living Color) from Aphrodisia has a street date of January 29th. 

Wolf Unbound, the fourth novel in Lauren Dane’s Cascadia Wolves series, is coming out in print near the end of the month as well. 
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And we have anthologies! Meljean Brook, Alyssa Day, Marjorie M. Liu and Maggie Shayne have stories in Wild Thing. There is also A Red Hot Valentine’s Day, an anthology with stories by Megan Hart, Lacy Danes, Jackie Kessler and Jess Michaels. Pocket is releasing Out of This World, with stories by Shannon Stacey, Summer Devon and Charlene Teglia.

We have a visitor! Let’s welcome Jill Shalvis.
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As mentioned above, Jill has two books out this month. Instant Attraction is the first in her series about Wilder Adventures and the Wilder brothers, Cameron, Stone and J.T.

I was able to steal Jill for a few moments in this very busy season to answer a couple of questions for us.
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What kind of reader are you?
A voracious one, for starters. I read everything and anything, including TV Guide.  Whatever I can get my hands on, but romance is my first love. I read and keep, if it’s one of my favorite authors (and there are many). I just can’t part with the book because I might want to read it again. Somehow that never happens and my poor husband has to keep building shelves . . .

Would you share a quickie Christmas memory with us?
Tonight, as a matter of fact, hanging the ornaments on the tree with the family, who have been so busy we haven’t all been together all darn week. Everyone was exhausted and rushed, and I made them all come pull out the decorations. We might have been a tad bit grumpy. . . And then we somehow overloaded the tree on one side and while we were pulling out more ornaments from boxes, the whole tree fell over. We must have laughed for half an hour together. That one moment made my entire week.

Tell us something about Instant Attraction 

The first of a three book series about three sexy brothers who run an outdoor adventure company.  First up, baby brother Cameron Wilder, a damaged hero with a bit of an attitude thanks to a life changing accident, until he meets a woman who is everything he isn’t—and makes him feel again.
















