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	So much news, so little space…
As summer approaches, things are heating up, and I love it! There are so many things happening in the next few months that I scarcely know where to begin.
Here are the basics, but read on below for more details:
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Romantic Times 2009 was a blast (you can read Ann’s recap here and mine over here)
· Exciting Ava Gray news: We have a new cover—and an earlier release date to go with it.

· Ann is dashing north to meet readers!

· Mark your calendars: Ann is participating in two—count ‘em, two!—workshops at RWA’s National Conference next month in Washington DC. 
· Lauren Dane is visiting Action and Attitude.
Look, we have a new pretty to share!
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After what seemed like forever (but was actually less than a year, if you can believe it) we have the official, and oh man, so gorgeous! cover for Skin Game, Ann’s first romantic suspense novel under her Ava Gray nom de plume.
The thing is, this cover is not only gorgeous—which it is, most definitely—it also evokes the mood and tone of the story very well. Intense, fast paced, sexy, Skin Game is all these and so much more!
How do I know, you ask? Well, let’s just say I have an in, shall we? :wink:

This amazing cover is just the beginning, because Skin Game’s release has been moved forward a whole month! So mark your calendars and look for this exciting novel on November 3rd.

Where in the world will Ann be this month?
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If I didn’t know first hand of Ann’s discipline, I would wonder when she finds the time to write, what with flying all over the place to meet her readers. This month, those of you in the Dallas-Fort Worth area can visit with her on the 17th. Check her appearances page for details as they become available.
But don’t despair if you can’t make it for this one signing. Ann will definitely be at the RWA’s National Conference in July, not only for the Literacy Signing but for the workshops.
As usual, keep an eye on her blog—the woman has all sorts of cool things planned (you know, giveaways and contests, etc.—honestly, I don’t think I’ve met a person more keen on giving stuff away than Ann !)

Book Watch

What is it about summer that there are so many great titles coming out? (lots of people with time off that the publishers want to entice, perhaps?) Well, I don’t have a clue, but I’m nonetheless grateful. 
First, books out this week: Ashes of Midnight by Lara Adrian, sixth book in her Midnight Breed series; Tall Dark Defender by Beth Cornelison; Amazon Ink by Lori Devoti (I know I’ve said it before, but that’s one seriously great cover); Bedded by the Warrior by Denise Lynn, and This Duchess of Mine by Eloisa James, the next to last novel in her Desperate Duchesses series. 

Here’s a sample of what we can look forward to throughout June:

[image: image5.jpg]i \

\

oy
28
=

%onysl;lsun



Anya Bast’s last of the Elemental Witches series, Witch Fury; Cynthia Eden’s Midnight Master; Maya Banks’ Sweet Persuasion, which follows a couple of secondary characters from Sweet Surrender; Jordan Summers’ Scarlet (second in the Dead World trilogy).
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Kiss & Hell by Dakota Cassidy; Eloisa James’ A Duke of Her Own  (gotta love back to back releases), and Alyssa Day’s Atlantis Unleashed, book 5 in her Warriors of Poseidon series (look out in early July for the next one, Atlantis Unmasked).
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Jaci Burton has two releases in a matter of weeks: the print edition of Dare to Love with Samhain and Taken by Sin, the fourth in her Demon Hunters series. 
Finally, Tails of Love, a wonderful initiative: an anthology to benefit an animal rescue. Ten authors, ten short stories, a great cause: the authors and their agents are donating all of their proceeds to the Animal Adoption Foundation (AAF), a no-kill animal shelter in Hamilton County, Ohio.

Watch the book trailer here and then read all the details here. 
Not quite RT: Lauren Dane
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We are here at Action and Attitude Headquarters to interview author Lauren Dane, winner of the 2008 Romantic Times Best Erotic Romance Reviewers' Choice Award for Undercover. Welcome, Lauren!

Thanks for having me!!

I had the opportunity to have lunch with you and some of your fellow authors after this year's Book Lovers Convention’s public signing. In conversation, you mentioned how much this award means to you. It seems you became so emotional you didn't get a chance to say what you really wanted to.

I really don’t know what happened to me. I’m normally a pretty decent public speaker. But the day before the awards even just thinking about them made me tear up a bit. I was determined not to cry, but of course the awards opened up with all these lifetime achievement winners and so that got to me. And then Dawn Thompson’s family sent along a letter to be read (for those who don’t know, Thompson passed away last year), and then Vivi Anna got choked up, which really started me hurtling down the road toward tears. By the time I got up on the stage, I was done for. 

It was, and continues to be a hugely emotional thing for me to have been nominated for this award, much less having won it. Not only does it feel like my hard work is turning into something very real, but to be in the company of authors I admire and love like Joey Hill is beyond flattering.

Well, we would be happy to offer you the opportunity to go back in time (so to speak) Scratch, we would be honored! So, pretend that you are on stage right now, accepting your well deserved award. What would you say?
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Looking up (because the wonderful Liz French hot tipped Vivi and me about this after the ceremony)
Three years ago I attended my first RT in Houston. I didn’t know many other folks and most of them sure didn’t know me! But I attended the RT Reviewers’ Choice Awards and thought, “Wow, one of these days, maybe I’ll be up there!” And here I am.

Here I am and I can’t tell you all how much this means to me to have gone from that seat in the back of the ballroom to this stage with this shiny plaque. When we’re newbies, we dream of stuff like this and it always seems like it happens to other people. But we keep working and if we’re very lucky, we sell books and readers like them and reviewers like them and maybe one day we win an award like this one. If it can happen to me, it can happen to anyone, and that’s why I love romance and the romance community so very much.

(I’ll skip all the personal thank-yous because I did manage a few and also because of course, the ceremony is hella long and people want to get moving)
Thank you, Lauren! Here you have it, ladies and gentlemen, the speech that never was! Now, we have a couple more questions for you, my dear. If you could travel back and meet that naïve Lauren at RT Houston, what—if anything—would you tell her about the journey ahead of her?
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No, I don’t think so. The last few years have been filled with so much, I don’t think it would have been the same if I’d known up front. There’s part of this, part of what makes it all so awesome, that’s about how I did it anyway. Kept at it even though I’ve thought more than once I would never sell again. Being here after the dozens of rejections, after the heartbreak and the joy, after all the years of sleeping two hours less per day so I could write while my children were still all so small and needed me so much – the journey itself, the pushing through, the tears and the whoops of joy, it’s all part of who I am today and I like that. 

And finally, if there is another writing goal that you are aiming for, can you tell us what it is, and why? 
I would really love to sell some books outside romance. I’m trying, not that I mean to leave romance or anything, I love romance. But I have other stories I’d love to tell that aren’t necessarily romance novels and the opportunity to tell them would be a wonderful thing.  

 

Lauren, thank you for coming by and answering our (nosy) questions. Congratulations, again, on the award, and best of luck with all your future books!
Thank you for having me. I appreciate it!
[Lauren Dane and Vivi Anna photograph courtesy of Vivi Anna]














